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SUBJECT: ROKG CONSIDERING RECOGNITION OF NEW AFGHAN GOVERNMENT 

1. ROKG POREIGN MINISTRY REPORTS THAT ROK EMBASSY KABUL 
ADVISED MAY 2 (VIA CABLE RELAYED THROUGH U.S. FACILITIES) 

THAT IT HAD RECEIVED CIRCULAR NOTE FROM AFGHAN CHIEF OF 
PROTOCOL REQUESTING ROKG RECOGNIZE NEW APGHAN GOVERNMENT. 

IN REPORTING ON REQUEST, EMBASSY HAD INDICATED THAT NEW 
GOVERNMENT APPEARED TO BE IN PULL CONTROL OP THE CAPITAL, 

AND THAT INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION PACILITIES AND AIRPORT 
HAD REOPENED (ALTHOUGH MOPA HAS NOT YET RECEIVED DIRECT 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM ITS EMBASSY). EMBASSY SAID THAT NEW 
REGIME HAD NOT YET CLARIFIED ITS POREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
POLICIES, ALTHOUGH VARIOUS PACTORS, INCLUDING BACKGROUND 
OP NEWLY NAMED PRIME MINISTER AND GOVERNMENT’S RHETORIC, 

SUGGEST IT WILL BE PRO-COMMUNIST AND PRO-SOVIET. EMBASSY 
HAD NOTED THAT DEGREE OP CONTROL GOVERNMENT WOULD BE ABLE 
TO EXERT OUTSIDE CAPITAL IN AREAS OF PERSONAL LOYALTY TO 
THE LATE PRESIDENT DAOUD NOT YET CLEAR. 
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2. MOPA OPFICIAL SAID ROKG IS CONSIDERING APGHAN REQUEST 
AND HAS ASKED ITS EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON TO ASCERTAIN USG 
ATTITUDE ON RECOGNITION QUESTION. OPFICIAL ADDED THAT 
ROKG REACTION WOULD BE BASED IN LARGE PART ON EPPECTIVE- 
NESS OP NEW GOVERNMENT RATHER THAN ON IDEOLOGICAL CON- 
SIDERATIONS (ALTHOUGH INQUIRY ON U.S. INTENTIONS SUGGESTS 
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ROK WILL BE STRONGLY INFLUENCED BY U.S. POSITION). 

SNEIDER 
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